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Matt 16:18

Upon this rock I will build my church, and all

the powers of hell will not conquer it.
NLT

In the November, December and January issues we
met the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In this
issue we meet the church of the Living God.

The Words of Jesus are clear and concise. He said
that He would build His Church.

Contrary to what many people think or believe, the
church is not a building and it is not a denomination.
The very first time that the word church is used in the
Bible is in our lead Scripture. It is not my intent to get
into a theological discussion with those who are set in
their ways and in their teachings. The Most Holy Spirit
is the ultimate teacher of the Bible as He is the author..
If you have questions ask of Him and He will give you
the correct answer.

The Church is, One Body with Many Parts
1 Corinthians 12:11-31

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make
up only one body. So it is with the body of Christ. Some of us
are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are
free. But we have all been baptized into Christ's body by one
Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit. Yes, the
body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot
says, "l am not a part of the body because | am not a hand,"
that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the
ear says, "l am not part of the body because | am only an ear
and not an eye," would that make it any less a part of the
body? Suppose the whole body were an eye — then how
would you hear? Or if your whole body were just one big
ear, how could you smell anything?

1 Corinthians 3:16-17
Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him.
For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

But God made our bodies with many parts, and he has put
each part just where he wants it. What a strange thing a body
would be if it had only one part! Yes, there are many parts,
but only one body. The eye can never say to the hand, "I don't
need you." The head can't say to the feet, "I don't need you."
In fact, some of the parts that seem weakest and least impor-
tant are really the most necessary. And the parts we regard as
less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So
we carefully protect from the eyes of others those parts that
should not be seen, while other parts do not require this spe-
cial care. So God has put the body together in such a way that
extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less
dignity. This makes for harmony among the members, so that
all the members care for each other equally. If one part suf-
fers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all
the parts are glad.

Now all of you together are Christ's body, and each one of
you is a separate and necessary part of it. Here is a list of
some of the members that God has placed in the body of
Christ:

first are apostles,

second are prophets,

third are teachers,

then those who do miracles,

those who have the gift of healing,

those who can help others,

those who can get others to work together,
those who speak in unknown languages.

Is everyone an apostle? Of course not. Is everyone a
prophet? No. Are all teachers? Does everyone have the power
to do miracles? Does everyone have the gift of healing? Of
course not. Does God give all of us the ability to speak in
unknown languages? Can everyone interpret unknown lan-
guages? No! And in any event, you should desire the most
helpful gifts.

NLT
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The Great Commission
Matthew 28:15-20

Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him,
they worshiped him — but some of them still doubted!

Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given complete
authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make dis-
ciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples
to obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure of
this: 1 am with you always, even to the end of the age."

A true disciple is one who adheres to the teachings of the
Master and places Him first in all things. Notice in the above
Scripture that Jesus admonishes us to obey all His commands.
In today’s society, obedience is not a byword but one that is
almost extinct. The Lord had Samuel the prophet speak to King
Saul who had been disobedient, about His thoughts on disobe-
dience.

1 Samuel 15:22-23 But Samuel replied, "What is more pleas-
ing to the LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your
obedience to his voice? Obedience is far better than sacrifice.
Listening to him is much better than offering the fat of rams.
Rebellion is as bad as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is
as bad as worshiping idols. So because you have rejected the
word of the LORD, he has rejected you from being king."

Let’s look at some of the other things that Jesus’ expects of
us as His disciples. These are in no particular order.

Hebrews 10:25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as
some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially
now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near.
GO TO CHURCH REGULARLY!

James 5:6-8 Dear brothers and sisters, you must be patient as
you wait for the Lord's return. Consider the farmers who
eagerly look for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They
patiently wait for the precious harvest to ripen. You, too, must
be patient. And take courage, for the coming of the Lord is
near.

BE PATIENT IN SUFFERINGS AND TRIALS

James 5:9 Don't grumble about each other, my brothers and
sisters, or God will judge you. For look! The great Judge is
coming. He is standing at the door!

GOD DOES NOT APPRECIATE GRUMBLERS

James 4:11-12 Don't speak evil against each other, my dear
brothers and sisters. If you criticize each other and condemn
each other, then you are criticizing and condemning God's law.
But you are not a judge who can decide whether the law is right
or wrong. Your job is to obey it. God alone, who made the
law, can rightly judge among us. He alone has the power to
save or

Church Without Walls

to destroy. So what right do you have to condemn your neighbor?
DO NOT BE CRITICAL OR CONDEMNING

James 4:13-17 Look here, you people who say, "Today or tomor-
row we are going to a certain town and will stay there a year. We
will do business there and make a profit." How do you know what
will happen tomorrow? For your life is like the morning fog — it's
here a little while, then it's gone. What you ought to say is, "If the
Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that." Otherwise you
will be boasting about your own plans, and all such boasting is
evil. Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then
not do it.

DO NOT BE OVER CONFIDENT

James 4:6-8 "God sets himself against the proud, but he shows
favor to the humble." So humble yourselves before God. Resist
the Devil, and he will flee from you.

GOD HATES THE HAUGHTY AND PROUD

Philippians 2:3-4 Don't be selfish; don't live to make a good im-
pression on others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than
yourself. Don't think only about your own affairs, but be interested
in others, too, and what they are doing.

REGARD OTHERS HIGHER THAN YOURSELF

Matthew 5:43-48 "You have heard that the law of Moses says,
‘Love your neighbor' and hate your enemy. But | say, love your
enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will
be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives
his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the
just and on the unjust, too. If you love only those who love you,
what good is that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If
you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from any-
one else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as
your
Father in heaven is perfect.

LOVE AND PRAY FOR YOUR ENEMIES

Matthew 6:14-15 "If you forgive those who sin against you, your
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive oth-
ers, your Father will not forgive your sins.

FORGIVE OTHERS AND YOU WILL BE FORGIVEN

Obedience is far better than sactifice




I GOT YOUR BACK

Written by Autumn Parker

as a personal tribute to her husband while he was serving overseas.

I am a small and precious child, my dad’s been sent to fight...
The only place I’ll see his face, is in my dreams at night.
He will be gone too many days for my young mind to keep track.
I may be sad, but | am proud.
My daddy’s got your back.

I am a caring mother; my son has gone to war...
My mind is filled with worries that | have never known before.
Everyday | try to keep my thoughts from turning black.
I may be scared, but I am proud.
My son has got your back.

I am a strong and loving wife, with a husband soon to go.
There are times I’m terrified, in a way most never know.
I bite my lip, and force a smile, as | watch my husband pack...
My heart may break, but | am proud.
My husband’s got your back...

I am a soldier...
Serving proudly, standing tall.
| fight for freedom, yours and mine, by answering this call.
I do my job while knowing, the thanks it sometimes lacks.
Say a prayer that I’ll come home.
It’s me who’s got your back.
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Daniel 11:32
But the people who know their God
shall be strong, and carry out great
exploits.
NKJIV

On page four you can read the exploits
of this one man. Mr. Ray Payne a member
of Rejoice Christian Center in Burnsville,
MN had the honor and privilege of break-
ing bread and conversing with this man. It
is Ray’s contention that Roy should have
been awarded two Medals of Honor. Quite
a testimony from someone who himself
was a member of our special forces. Mr.
Payne also sent me the Poem written by
Autumn Parker. This is but one story of
countless numbers that were written in the

annals of the United States of America.

Most Beautiful and Gracious Father,

Jn accendance with Philippians 4:6 J present my petitions to you with prayer, supplication and thanksgiv-
ing. Jeday Father, in some oliscure nursing fume situated acoss this vast land of curs a veteran sits, alone and
forgotten. Left with nothing but past memaries this pexsen wondews if his life has been in vain ox if it weally had a
purpase to it. Once strong and full of vigor and vitality this ene now listens te his bones creak as fie nises ta get
himself a cup of caffee and a cockic. Perhaps Father it is not the veteran but the wife of cne who now wenders
alieut the coulda beens and the shoulda beens. Maybe it is the son ox daughter of one whe’s life was cut short and
never got to Rnow this pewson.

Father, J pray that you weuld stretch forth your Mighty Fand from heaven abiove and touch each and every one
that J have just descuibied. Bless them Father with the blessings that can enly came frem you pensenally. Write
their names in the Lamb’s bock of life T plead and may they know in theix fearts that they will spend eternity
with you. Father, It is my hearts desive that you raise up a new breed of waviion in these bast days. Fighting the
goed fight of faith. Forgetting their cwn selfish wants and reaching out te these who are not capabile of deing it
themselves. May the gifts of the Mast Faly Spirit be powrted cut in abundance cver these who weuld be yielded
vessels to Ftim and may You neceive all the Glony and FHonor assaciated with these gifts.

Robient



Medal of Honor
BENAVIDEZ, ROY P.
Rank and Organization: Master Sergeant. Detachment B-56, 5th Special Forces Group, Republic of Vietnam
Place and Date: West of Loc Ninh on 2 May 1968
Entered Service at: Houston, Texas June 1955
Date and Place of Birth: 5 August 1935, DeWitt County, Cuero, Texas

Citation:

Master Sergeant, then Staff Sergeant, United States Army. Who distinguished himself by a series of daring and extremely glori-
ous actions on 2 May 1968 while assigned to Detachment B-56, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne). 1st Special Forces, Repub-
lic of Vietham. On the morning of 2 May 1968, a 12-man Special Forces Reconnaissance Team was inserted by helicopters in a
dense jungle area west of Loc Ninh, Vietnam to gather intelligence information about confirmed large-scale enemy activity. This
area was controlled and routinely patrolled by the North Vietnamese Army. After a short period of time on the ground, the team
met heavy enemy resistance and requested emergency extraction. 3 helicopters attempted extraction, but were unable to land due
to intense enemy small arms and anti-aircraft fire. Sergeant Benavidez was at the Forward Operating Base in Loc Ninh monitor-
ing the operation by radio when these helicopters returned to off-load wounded crew members and to assess aircraft damage.
Sergeant Benavidez voluntarily boarded a returning aircraft to assist in another extraction attempt. Realizing that all the team
members were either dead or wounded and unable to move to the pickup zone, he directed the aircraft to a nearby clearing where
he jumped from the hovering helicopter, and ran approximately 75 meters under withering small arms fire to the crippled team.
Prior to reaching the team's position he was wounded in his right leg, face and head. Despite these painful injuries he took
charge, repositioning the team members and directing their fire to facilitate the landing of an extraction aircraft, and the loading
of wounded and dead team members. He then threw smoke canisters to direct the aircraft to the team's position. Despite his se-
vere wounds and under intense enemy fire, he carried and dragged half of the wounded team members to the awaiting aircraft.
He then provided protective fire by running alongside the aircraft as it moved to pick up the remaining team members. As the
enemy's fire intensified, he hurried to recover the body and classified documents on the dead team leader. When he reached the
leader's body, Sergeant Benavidez was severely wounded by small arms fire in the abdomen and grenade fragments in his back.
At nearly the same moment, the aircraft pilot was mortally wounded, and his helicopter crashed. Although in extremely critical
condition due to his multiple wounds, Sergeant Benavidez secured the classified documents and made his way back to the
wreckage, where he aided the wounded out of the overturned aircraft, and gathered the stunned survivors into a defensive pe-
rimeter. Under increasing enemy automatic weapons and grenade fire, he moved around the perimeter distributing water and
ammunition to his weary men, reinstilling in them a will to live and fight. Facing a buildup of enemy opposition with a belea-
guered team, Sergeant Benavidez mustered his strength, began calling in tactical air strikes and directed the fire from supporting
gun ships to suppress the enemy's fire and so permit another extraction attempt. He was wounded again in his thigh by small
arms fire while administering first aid to a wounded team member just before another extraction helicopter was able to land. His
indomitable spirit kept him going as he began to ferry his comrades to the craft. On his second trip with the wounded, he was
clubbed with additional wounds to his head and arms before killing his adversary. He then continued under devastating fire to
carry the wounded to the helicopter. Upon reaching the aircraft, he spotted and killed 2 enemy soldiers who were rushing the
craft from an angle that prevented the aircraft door gunner from firing upon them. With little strength remaining, he made one
last trip to the perimeter to ensure that all classified material had been collected or destroyed, and to bring in the remaining
wounded. Only then, in extremely serious condition from numerous wounds and loss of blood, did he allow himself to be pulled
into the extraction aircraft. Sergeant Benavidez' gallant choice to voluntarily join his comrades who were in critical straits, to
expose himself constantly to withering enemy fire, and his refusal to be stopped despite numerous severe wounds, saved the
lives of at least 8 men. His fearless personal leadership, tenacious devotion to duty, and extremely valorous actions in the face of
overwhelming odds were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, and reflect the utmost credit on him and
the United States Army.

Source: Internet.
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